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1.0 Description and Purpose 

 
The Tucson Department of Transportation (TDOT) Bicycle Parking Distribution Policies clarify the 
practices established to provide safe and convenient places to park bicycles in the greater Tucson 
region.    

 

Why does TDOT facilitate better bicycle parking throughout the region?   

The City of Tucson and Eastern Pima County Region is working towards being a top-rated bicycle 
friendly community.  One of the most common obstacles for bicyclists is the lack of bicycle parking at 
their destination.  Having adequate bicycle parking is important to encourage bicycling.  Bicycle 
parking also has additional community benefits, even for non-cyclists: 

• Bicycle parking is good for business.  Bicycle racks provide additional parking spaces which 
customers can use to patronize local businesses.  Bicycle racks not only invite cyclists in, but 
they announce to potential cyclists and non-cyclist customers alike that the business supports 
sustainable values, an increasingly important fact for many consumers.   

• Designated, well designed parking promotes a more orderly streetscape and preserves the 
pedestrian right-of-way: 

- It presents a more orderly appearance for buildings. 
- It prevents damage to trees and street furniture. 
- It keeps bicycles from falling over and blocking sidewalks.   

• Bicycle parking helps legitimize cycling as a transportation mode by providing parking 
opportunities equal to motorized modes. 
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2.0     Procedure/Policy  
 
Where does TDOT install bicycle racks? 

TDOT installs bicycle racks within the public right-of-way.  Businesses can request that racks be 
installed on the sidewalk in front of their business.  As long as there is sufficient room and the rack 
placement will be consistent the City of Tucson Unified Development Code (UDC) requirements, 
TDOT will install the rack(s).    
 

Who does TDOT provide bike racks to? 

When there is sufficient funding, TDOT may provide racks to outside agencies and private 
institutions; however, installation is the responsibility of the requesting entity.  The racks must be 
secured in the ground by a means and method acceptable to TDOT.  See attached chart for 
acceptable anchoring techniques.   

TDOT may provide bike racks to other government agencies within Pima County for use outside 
public buildings.  The rack installation will be done by the receiving jurisdiction and must be 
consistent with the installation requirements specified in the City of Tucson UDC Section 7.4.9 [or, 
when applicable, Section 3.3.9 in the Land Use Code (LUC)] and attached to this policy. The 
government agency that requests and installs the rack is responsible for the maintenance.     

TDOT may provide bike racks to private institutions within the City of Tucson under the following 
conditions: 

a. The racks are not provided as a way to comply with the bicycle parking requirements per UDC 
Section 7.4.8 (or, when applicable, LUC Section 3.3.8). 

b. The racks must be placed in a location that maximizes public benefit and be open to the public 
at all times.   

c. The racks will be installed by the private institution within 30 days and the installation must be 
consistent with the installation requirements specified in the City of Tucson UDC Section 7.4.9 
(or, when applicable, LUC Section 3.3.9) and attached to this policy.   

d. The area around the racks is to be maintained by the private institution and the racks 
themselves kept in good condition.  If a rack gets damaged and needs to be replaced, the 
private institution must inform TDOT.  TDOT will provide a new rack if the old one is 
irreparable.   
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3.0      References  
 

• City of Tucson Unified Development Code, Chapter 23B, Bicycle Parking Requirements 
• Association of Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals Bicycle Parking Guidelines 

 
 
4.0 Distribution 
 
Interested applicants can contact the Tucson Bicycle & Pedestrian Coordinator, at 837-6691.  
Completion of the attached application, including hand-drawn notes on a current aerial photograph, 
will be reviewed and completeness and applicability.  The Tucson Department of Transportation 
retains the final approval authority for all applications. 
 
 
5.0   Attachments 

 
Installation Requirements (taken from COT Unified Development Code and the Association of 

Pedestrian and Bicycle Professionals Bike Parking Guidelines) 
 
Rack Placement in Relation to Business Entrance 
 
Bicycle racks shall be within fifty (50) feet of each public entrance to a building as measured along 
the most direct pedestrian access route (see illustration). 

 

50’ max 

Public 
entrance 

Bicycle Parking 
Area 
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Rack Spacing Guidance 
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Rack Anchoring / Mounting Techniques 
 
The method of mounting bicycle racks is a key determinant of rack security – poorly anchored 
fixtures can be removed by thieves or can become damaged and be a safety hazard.  Racks may be 
mounted on poured concrete surfaces such as sidewalks, on asphalt, or on unpaved ground if 
treated accordingly.  The following chart summarizes acceptable anchoring techniques.    
 

 


